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Human Immunodeficiency Virus and the
Lung
MARK J. ROSEN AND JAMES M. BECK
New York, NY, U.S.A.: Marcel Dekker. 1998,
US$ 195.00. ISBN 0-8247-9883-X.As diseases of the lungs still are one of the most frequent
complications in HIV-infected patients, the scope of this
book is highly relevant.
The book consists of almost 550 pages and the authors
succeed in treating the many aspects of the subject
sufficiently.
The book consists of 24 chapters divided into six parts.
Part One consists of four chapters which are intended to
give an overview of HIV infection. The first two chapters
cover respiratory diseases, complications and the epi-
demiology of HIV infection, while chapters three and four
deal with two very diVerent subjects: HIV and injecting
drug users and intensive care for patients infected with
HIV. Each of the two subjects is relevant and very
thoroughly described, but they do not seem well placed at
the beginning of the book.
Part Two deals with the biology of HIV and especially
the cellular target of HIV in the lung. Part Three introduces
the clinical aspects of the book by reviewing the diVerent
diagnostic procedures.0954-6111/99/060441+01 $12.00/0Part Four consists of eight chapters dealing with the
diVerent pulmonary infections seen in HIV-infected
patients. Most of these chapters systematically describe
the wide spectrum of micro-organisms, from ordinary
bacterial infections to tuberculosis, toxoplasmosis and
strongyloidiasis, which may be involved. Each chapter
is written by diVerent authors so some repetition is un-
avoidable and some chapters are more up-to-date than
others. The content of some chapters is insuYcient,
especially within areas of great research activity, for
instance the chapter dealing with viral infections. The cited
references, published before 1995, lead to a rather insuf-
ficient discussion of, e.g., the family of herpes viruses. This
is also the case for the chapter dealing with non-infectious
pulmonary disorders. Among the possible aetiological
agents of Kaposi’s sarcoma (KS), human herpes virus 8
(HHV-8) is not even mentioned although an aetiological
role of HHV-8 in the development of KS has been sug-
gested since 1994.
Part Six concludes the book by dealing with infection
control for pulmonary specialists. Although some weak-
nesses are apparent, this is a good reference book dealing
with a highly relevant subject.
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